The antepartum patient. Sudden changes in central nervous system status and sensorium.
An approach to the pregnant patient with altered consciousness is presented. The unconscious pregnant patient often represents a straightforward simple problem if the event is a minor syncope secondary to physiologic changes of pregnancy. Most loss of consciousness is postictal in nature after either an epileptic or eclamptic seizure. If these are ruled out, other more serious causes must be considered, and the patient must be fully evaluated by appropriate neurologic consultants.